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To  the  Members  of  the 

University  Court. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  offer  myself  as  a Candidate  for  the 
office  of  Assistant-Examiner  in  Chemistry  and  Materia 
Medica  at  the  University  of  Glasgow. 

I am  a Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh,  of  the 
Chemical  Society,  and  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland ; and  was  elected  a Member  of 
the  original  Council  of  the  latter. 

I am  one  of  the  Public  Analysts  for  the  City  of  Glasgow, 
and  for  the  Counties  of  Lanark,  Renfrew,  Sutherland,  etc., 
appointed  under  the  “ Food  and  Drugs  Act.” 

I am  Lecturer  on  Chemistry  at  the  College  of  Science 
and  Arts,  Glasgow — an  office  which  I have  held  for  the 
last  nine  years. 

I am  Chemist  to  the  Glasgow  Agricultural  Society  and  to 
the  Agricultural  Society  of  Stirling  ; and  I am  President  of 
the  Chemical  Section  of  the  Philosophical  Society  of 
Glasgow. 

I received  my  education  in  Chemistry  at  Anderson’s 
College,  Glasgow,  and  entered  upon  my  duties  as  Senior 
Assistant  and  Demonstrator  to  the  late  Dr.  Frederick 
Penny  in  the  year  1857,  in  which  office  I remained  for 
nine  years. 

I have  been  employed  by  the  Procurators-Fiscal  of 
Lanarkshire,  Renfrewshire,  and  Argyllshire  to  conduct 
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chemico-legal  investigations  in  cases  of  suspected  poison- 
ing, and  others  of  a similar  character. 

While  I filled  the  post  of  Demonstrator  at  Anderson’s 
College,  I acquired  ample  experience  in  conducting  Medical 
Chemistry  Classes  and  Examinations;  and  in  my  capacity 
of  Lecturer  at  the  College  of  Science  and  Arts,  I have  had 
long  practice  in  examining  students,  both  in  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Chemistry,  particularly  in  connection  with 
the  Science  and  Art  Examinations  of  South  Kensington, 
no  fewer  than  21 1 of  my  students  having  passed  in  the 
elementary,  121  in  the  advanced  grade,  and  8 in  honours. 

Undernoted  is  a list  of  some  of  my  published  papers. 

If  I should  have  the  honour  to  be  appointed,  no  effort 
shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
office  in  the  most  efficient  and  creditable  manner. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  R.  TATLOCIC. 


On  the  Estimation  of  Iodine  and  Bromine. 

On  some  sources  of  Error  in  Volumetric  Analysis. 

On  Nitric  Nitrogen  in  Guano. 

On  the  Estimation  of  Potassium. 

On  Magnetic  Iron  Sand  from  the  Kyles  of  Bute. 

On  the  Pellets  occasionally  found  in  Pig  and  Foundry  Iron. 
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From  JAMES  Dewar,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  Jacksonian  Professor 
of  Natural  Philosophy  in  the  University  of  Cambridge ; 
Fullerian  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Royal  Institu- 
tion, London. 

To  the 

Members  of  the  University  Court 
of  Glasgow  University. 

Gentlemen, — I have  much  pleasure  in  commending  the 
scientific  claims  of  Mr.  Robert  R.  Tatlock  to  your  re- 
spectful consideration,  as  a candidate  for  the  office  of 
Assistant  Examiner  in  Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica.  In 
my  opinion  Mr.  Tatlock  is  thoroughly  qualified  to  discharge 
the  difficult  and  responsible  duties  of  the  office  of  Exam- 
iner, having  all  the  natural  gifts  required  to  command 
popularity,  together  with  a very  extensive  and  comprehend 
sive  knowledge  of  the  science  of  Chemistry  and  Materia 
Medica. 

I remain 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

JAMES  DEWAR. 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain, 
io th  March , 1 8 8 3 . 
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II. 

From  William  Dittmar,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  Professor  of 
Chemistry  in  Anderson s College , Glasgozv  ; and  Ex- 
aminer in  Chemistry  to  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

I HAVE  great  pleasure  in  hereby  supporting  the  candi- 
dature of  Mr.  Robert  Tatlocic  for  the  vacant  office  of 
Assistant  Examiner  in  Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica  to 
the  University  of  Glasgow,  because,  through  many  years’ 
intimate  personal  acquaintance,  I am  in  a position  to 
affirm  that  he  is  exceptionally  well  qualified  for  the  post. 

This  is  no  occasion  for  a lengthy  testimonial.  With  a 
man  of  Mr.  Tatlock’s  recognised  position  among  chemists, 
competence  for  the  office,  in  a purely  professional  sense, 
may  be  taken  for  granted. 

What,  in  my  eyes,  constitute  the  special  strength  of  his 
claims  are,  his  rare  tact,  his  amiability  of  temper,  which, 
supposing  him  to  be  elected,  would  be  sure  to  win  for  him 
the  good-will  of  both  the  examinees  and  his  fellow  exami- 
ners ; and  his  extraordinary  familiarity  with  the  whole  of 
the  practical  side  of  the  science,  which  could  not  fail  to 
react  favourably  on,  and  to  assist  his  natural  good  taste  in 
giving  a thoroughly  healthy  tone  to  his  mode  of  examining. 

Well  may  the  University  Court  congratulate  themselves 
on  seeing  such  an  excellent  man  as  Mr.  Tatlock  come 
forward  to  offer  them  his  services. 


Anderson’s  College, 
Glasgow,  •jth  March , 1883. 


W.  DITTMAR. 
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III. 

From  James  Morton,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia 
Medica  in  Anderson s College,  Glasgow. 

I have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  Robert  R.  Tatlock, 
Esq.,  has  been  long  known  to  me  as,  first,  a student  of 
Chemistry  in  Anderson’s  College,  and  now,  as  a Lecturer 
on  that  science  of  considerable  celebrity. 

For  more  than  twenty  years  he  has  devoted  himself  to 
this  work,  and  has  profited  by  all  that  experience. 

That  he  is  now  thoroughly  qualified  to  examine  on  that 
subject  must  be  evident,  and  its  connection  with  Materia 
Medica  is  so  intimate,  that  Mr.  Tatlock  cannot  fail  to  prove 
himself  fully  adequate  to  test  candidates  in  that  department 
of  their  studies. 

Lecturers  ought  to  be  the  best  examiners,  and  Mr. 
Tatlock  has  had  opportunities  of  learning  how  to  put 
questions  with  facility  and  clearness,  so  that  I can  cordially 
commend  him  to  the  Members  of  the  University  Court  of 
Glasgow  College  as  one  eminently  fitted  for  the  office  of 
Assistant  Examiner  in  Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica. 

JAMES  MORTON. 

199  Bath  Street, 

Glasgow,  8 th  March,  1883. 


IV. 

From  William  Crookes,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  Author  of  “ Select 
Methods  of  Analysis, ” “ Dyeing  and  Calico  Printing ,” 
etc.,  etc. ; Editor  of  the  “ Chemical  News.” 

I HAVE  much  pleasure  in  saying  that,  in  my  opinion,  Mr. 
TatlOGK’S  experience  as  a teacher  of  scientific  and  ap- 
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plied  Chemistry,  and  also  as  an  Analytical  Chemist,  proves 
that  he  is  fully  qualified  for  the  office  of  Assistant  Ex- 
aminer in  Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica  at  the  University 
of  Glasgow. 

A perusal  of  his  published  papers  will  show  his  skill  in 
conducting  original  investigation,  a matter  of  no  small  im- 
portance to  the  success  of  a Chemical  Examiner. 

WILLIAM  CROOKES. 


7 Kensington  Park  Gardens, 

London,  W.,  8 th  March , 1883. 


V. 

From  Greville  Williams,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  London , Author 

of  “ Chemical  Manipulation'.' 

Robert  R.  Tatlock,  Esq.,  F.R.S.E. 

My  Dear  SIR, — I have  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  I 
have  known  you  for  many  years  as  a Theoretical  and 
Practical  Chemist. 

I am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  your  great  knowledge 
and  experience  eminently  fit  you  for  the  office  of  Assistant 
Examiner  in  Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Glasgow.- — Very  truly  yours, 

GREVILLE  WILLIAMS. 

St.  Stephen’s  Road,  Honsi.ow, 

7///  March , 1883. 


i r 
VI. 

From  Alfred  H.  Allen,  Esq.,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  late  Lecturer 
on  Chemistry  in  the  Sheffield  School  of  Medicine;  Public 
Analyst  for  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  North 
Derbyshire,  the  Burgh  of  Sheffield , etc. ; Author  of 
“ Commercial  Organic  Analysis .” 

To  the 

Members  of  the  University  Court,  Glasgow. 

Gentlemen, — Understanding  that  Mr.  R.  R.  Tatlocic 
is  a candidate  for  the  office  of  Assistant  Examiner  in 
Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica  at  the  University  of 
Glasgow,  I have  much  pleasure  in  expressing  my  high 
opinion  of  his  exceptional  qualifications  for  such  a post. 

I have  known  Mr.  Tatlock  for  a long  time  as  an  accom- 
plished chemist,  an  accurate  analyst,  and  an  earnest  student 
of  science  generally. 

Mr.  Tatlock  is  so  well  known  among  chemists  for  his 
valuable  work,  both  original  and  in  confirmation  of  the 
researches  of  other  chemists,  that  his  competency  for  the 
post  he  seeks  is  wholly  beyond  question,  and  I feel  sure 
his  appointment  would  prove  satisfactory  to  you  in  every 
way. 

I know  no  one  more  suited  by  experience  and  training 
for  the  post  in  question  than  is  Mr.  Tatlock. — I am,  Gentle- 
men, yours  very  respectfully, 

ALFRED  H.  ALLEN. 

Public  Analyst’s  Laboratory, 
i Surrey  Street,  Sheffield,  ;th  March,  1883. 
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VII. 

From  Andrew  Fergus,  Esq.,  M.D.,  late  President  of  the 
Philosophical  Society  of  Glasgow. 

Having  known  Mr.  Tatlock  for  many  years,  I have 
much  pleasure  in  certifying  that,  in  my  opinion,  he  is 
admirably  qualified  in  every  way  to  act  as  an  Assistant 
Examiner  in  Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica  in  the 
University. 

ANDREW  FERGUS,  M.D. 

3 Elmbank  Crescent,  Glasgow, 

Zth  March,  1883. 


VIII. 

From  James  B.  Russell,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  City  of  Glasgozv. 

I HAVE  for  many  years  known  Mr.  Robert  R.  Tatlock 
and  been  cognisant  of  his  career  as  a Chemist.  He  has 
had  a wide  and  varied  experience  in  the  application  of 
Chemistry  to  agricultural,  medico-legal,  commercial,  and 
hygienic  questions.  He  has  also  had  long  practice  in 
lecturing  and  in  examining  students  on  Chemistry.  In  this 
way  Mr.  Tatlock  combines  in  a degree  which  is  rare 
qualifications  for  the  office  of  an  Assistant  Examiner  in 
Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica  at  the  University  of 
Glasgow. 

I therefore  cordially  recommend  his  application  to  the 
favourable  consideration  of  the  University  Court. 

JAMES  B.  RUSSELL,  M.D. 

Sanitary  Department,  i Montrose  St., 

Glasgow,  9 th  March , 1SS3. 
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IX. 

From  John  M.  Thomson,  Esq.,  F.R.S.E.,  Lecturer  on 
Chemistry  at  King s College , London. 

I HAVE  much  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  high 
qualifications  of  Mr.  Robert  R.  Tatlock  for  the  post  of 
Assistant  Examiner  in  Chemistry  in  the  University  of 
Glasgow. 

Mr.  Tatlock  occupies  a high  position  in  the  chemical 
profession  from  the  varied  work  on  which  he  has  been 
engaged  for  some  years,  and  from  the  careful  and  exact 
methods  he  has  always  employed  in  the  performance  of 
that  work. 

I am  not  in  a position  to  judge  of  Mr.  Tatlock’s  qualifi- 
cations in  the  direction  of  Materia  Medica  and  Thera- 
peutics, but  from  the  amount  of  work  he  has  performed  in 
connection  with  medico-legal  cases,  in  which  a knowledge 
of  Chemistry  is  required,  I feel  confident  that  in  this  branch 
also  he  possesses  qualifications  requisite  for  the  office. 
Having  also  met  with  gentlemen  who  had  received  their 
instruction  from  Mr.  Tatlock,  during  his  connection  with 
Anderson’s  College  in  Glasgow,  I am  in  a position  to  cer- 
tify to  the  civility  and  conscientiousness  with  which  his 
duties  as  a teacher  were  carried  out. 

JOHN  M.  THOMSON. 

King’s  College,  London, 

March  9///,  1883. 
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X. 

From  David  RoWAN,  Esq,  President  of  the  College  of 
Science  and  Arts , Glasgow ; Chairman  of  Clyde  Trust. 

Robert  R.  Tatlock,  Esq. 

Dear  Mr.  Tatlock, — I have  learned  that  you  are  at 
present  an  applicant  for  the  office  of  Assistant  Examiner 
in  Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica  in  the  University  of 
Glasgow.  I am  sure  it  will  be  a great  pleasure  to  every 
member  of  the  Council  of  the  College  of  Science  and  Arts 
should  your  application  prove  successful. 

You  have  been  connected  with  that  Institution  for  the 
past  nine  years,  and  I have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that 
your  career  as  lecturer  on  the  theory  of  Chemistry,  and 
teacher  in  the  laboratory  of  its  application  in  the  arts  and 
industries,  has  been  eminently  successful. 

The  classes  in  your  time  have  largely  increased. 

The  students  have  always  shown  the  highest  esteem 
towards  you,  and  their  success  at  the  Science  and  Art 
Examinations  has  been  unusually  good. 

The  attendance  at  the  day  classes  recently  introduced  is 
greater  than  can  be  suitably  accommodated. 

I feel  sure  if  the  University  Court  see  fit  to  appoint 
you,  the  result  will  be  such  as  to  give  entire  satisfaction. 

I am, 

Yours  sincerely, 

DAVID  ROWAN. 

231  Elliot  Street,  Glasgow, 
g/h  March , 1883. 
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XI. 

From  Andrew  Jamieson,  Esq.,  C.E.,  F.R.S.E.,  Principal 
of  the  College  of  Science  and  A rts , Glasgow. 

Mr.  ROBERT  R.  Tatlocic,  City  Analyst,  has  conducted 
the  Theoretical  and  Practical.  Chemistry  Classes  here  for 
the  last  nine  years. 

PI  is  success  as  a Lecturer,  Demonstrator,  and  Examiner 
in  Chemistry  is  amply  testified  to  by  the  very  large  number 
of  students  attending  his  various  classes,  and  by  the  high 
percentage  of  passes  which  they  have  gained  at  the  Science 
and  Art  Examinations. 

Pie  has,  moreover,  a most  intimate  and  thorough  know- 
ledge of  Chemistry  in  all  its  practical  bearings. 

ANDREW  JAMIESON. 

College  of  Science  and  Arts, 

38  Bath  Street,  Glasgow, 

March  8///,  1883. 


XII. 

From  the  late  Thomas  Anderson,  ESQ.,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E., 
Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Glasgow. 

I HAVE  much  pleasure  in  giving  expression  to  my  opinion 
of  Mr.  Tatlock’s  qualifications  as  a Chemist.  He  has 
now  been  occupied  for  some  years  with  the  study  of  that 
science,  and  has  especially  devoted  himself  to  its  practical 
applications.  He  is  the  author  of  several  interesting  papers 
on  Chemical  subjects,  and  is  a most  careful  Analyst. 

THOMAS  ANDERSON. 

University  of  Glasgow, 

8 th  A pril , 1 869. 
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XIII. 

From  George  Carey  Foster,  Esq.,  B.A.,  F.R.S.,  F.C.S., 
Professor  of  Physics  in  University  College , London , and 
Examiner  in  Experimental  Philosophy  in  the  University 
of  London. 

From  my  personal  knowledge  of  Mr.  Tatlock,  acquired 
during  my  three  years’  connection  with  Anderson’s  Uni- 
versity, and  from  what  I have  heard  of  him  from  time  to 
time  since  leaving  Glasgow,  as  well  as  from  my  acquaint- 
ance with  some  of  the  papers  he  has  published  on  chemical 
subjects,  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I believe  him 
to  be  highly  qualified  for  the  post  of  Professor  of  Chemistry 
in  Anderson’s  University  ; and  that,  if  appointed,  I feel 
sure  he  will  prove  a competent,  painstaking,  and  successful 
teacher. 

G.  C.  FOSTER. 

University  College,  London, 

2nd  July,  1870. 


XIV. 

From  the  late  Professor  Stenhouse,  LL.D.,  F.R.S., 

Loiidon. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Tatlock, — I have  much  pleasure  in  com- 
plying with  your  request  to  state  my  opinion  as  to  your 
qualifications  for  the  Chair  of  Scientific  Chemistry  in  the 
Andersonian  University,  now  vacant  through  the  death  of 
Dr.  Penny.  You  have  had  very  extensive  experience  as  a 
teacher  of  Practical  and  Theoretical  Chemistry,  and  as  an 
Analytical  and  Consulting  Chemist.  You  have  likewise 
published  several  interesting  papers  on  chemical  subjects 
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which  show  your  intimate  acquaintance  both  with  the 
theoretical  and  practical  departments  of  the  science. 
Should  you  be  successful,  therefore,  in  obtaining  the  Chair 
for  which  you  are  a candidate,  I cannot  doubt  but  that 
you  will  discharge  its  important  duties  in  an  efficient  and 
creditable  manner. 


Yours  truly, 

JOHN  STENHOUSE. 

1 7 Rodney  Street,  Pentonville, 

London,  N.,  June  30th,  1870. 


XV. 

From  the  Rev.  Henry  Calderwood,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.E., 
Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy  and  Political  Economy 
in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

Having  been  intimately  acquainted  with  Mr.  Robert  R. 
Tatlock  during  a twelve  years’  residence  in  Glasgow,  I 
gladly  join  with  others  in  supporting  his  candidature  for 
the  Chair  vacant  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Penny. 

While  I have  no  warrant  to  speak  of  his  position  as  a 
Chemist,  of  which  ample  evidence  will  be  given,  I am  well 
aware,  from  the  testimony  of  those  who  came  under  his 
influence,  that  he  was  highly  successful  as  an  instructor 
during  the  nine  years  when  he  acted  as  Assistant  to  Dr. 
Penny. 

Mr.  Tatlock  is  marked  by  undeviating  interest  in  his 
favourite  study,  and  by  that  conscientious  devotion  to 
duty  which  is  the  surest  preparation  for  professional 


eminence. 
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In  regard  to  Mr.  Tatlock’s  power  as  a teacher,  I feel 
assured  that  he  will  in  all  cases  cherish  a deep  interest  in 
his  students,  at  once  gaining  their  confidence,  and  seeking 
for  them  the  largest  degree  of  benefit,  while  they  prosecute 
their  studies  under  his  guidance. 

On  these  grounds,  I consider  Mr.  Tatlock  eminently 
qualified  for  the  position  to  which  he  aspires. 

HENRY  CALDERWOOD. 


University  of  Edinburgh, 
2 7id  July , 1870. 


